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Bridport is a friendly, vibrant market town recognised nationally for its ropemaking 
heritage, historic street market, thriving high street, its artistic culture, as well as the 
quality and variety of its locally produced food.

Fascinating History
Records of Bridport date back to the early Middle Ages, when the King of Wessex, better 
known as Alfred the Great, created the ‘Burgh of Brydian’ in the late 9th Century. In Saxon 
times ‘port’ meant a place of trade, not necessarily a seaport. Somewhere along the way 
the ‘Burgh of Brydian’ and the Saxon word ‘port’ came together to create Brydport.

Ropemaking Heritage 
The long association of Bridport with  
ropemaking began at the time of King John  
(1199-1216). In 1213 he demanded that  
Bridport work day and night to produce  
cables and ropes for his army and navy.  
The town’s place in the landscape and the  
layout of its streets and long gardens lay  
testament to its rope making heritage.  
Bridport net makers are still at the forefront  
of design, production and innovation. 

With such a successful heritage behind it, Bridport has so much to offer both locals and 
visitors alike – a rich, vibrant artistic and cultural community, award-winning food, drink, 
pubs and restaurants, a good selection of independent shops and innovative local 
businesses. All of which come together in the town to make up the fabric of life in Bridport.

Bustling Bridport

Gateway to the Jurassic Coast
Bridport – along with its harbour, West Bay – has a unique appeal. It is a vibrant mix  
of town, sea, and country life, all coming together to make the Town a special place. 
If you are a local resident, you will know that the Town also has an outstanding 
community spirit which has been shown at all levels during the Covid-19 crisis. 
If you are a first-time visitor, you will be astounded by the wonderful warm welcome  
you receive. We are all extremely proud of our town, our community, where we live, 
where we work and are delighted to be sharing it with you.

To keep people safe, Bridport Town Council has been working with Dorset Council 
and have implemented several new measures to help shoppers stay safe.
#RespectProtectEnjoyDorset
Our priority is to ensure that people can enjoy our glorious county in a safe and 
responsible way, looking after our local community, our visitors, and the landscape 
around us. 
Please follow our guidelines www.visit-dorset.com/explore/respect-protect-enjoy
Please visit www.gov.uk/coronavirus for the most up to date information. 
STAY ALERT – CONTROL THE VIRUS – SAVE LIVES  

Time to Support Local Businesses
Not only are small businesses worried about the future of their establishment but so are 
their employees. Whilst we cannot do anything to change the situation except adhere 
to the current COVID 19 security rules we can and must continue to support our local 
businesses.  #supportbridportbusinesses  #buylocal  #eatlocal

Bridport Tourist Information Centre holds the “We’re Good To Go Industry Standard” 
A scheme launched by Visit England, a UK-wide industry standard and supporting mark 
to provide confidence for visitors.

Bridport – A Rights Respecting Town Striving for a fair, safe and kind community  
www.bridportrightstown.org

Welcome to Bridport and West Bay

Bridport Green Route Walk – A 3-mile walk linking the green open spaces around 
this eventful market town. Walk around the heart of Bridport and discover the richness 
of nature and heritage. Walking route leaflet available to pick up at the Bridport TIC or 
download from www.bridportandwestbay.co.uk

The town is famous for making the 
‘Bridport Dagger’ the name given to 
the hangman’s rope. The first football 
goal net, invented by John Brodie  
from Liverpool in 1889, was made  
in Bridport as were the goal nets  
used during England’s 1966 World  
Cup victory.
The Bridport name is still linked with 
nets from Wimbledon to Wembley.
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Bridport has a wonderful diverse range of independent shops and multiple retailers 
– there really is not much that you cannot buy here – as well as an immensely popular 
twice weekly street market and monthly farmer and vintage markets.

The main shopping areas are in South, West and East Street where you will find not only 
the everyday essentials – post office, banks, chemists, greengrocers, butchers and bakers 
– but also a fantastic variety of unique independent shops making it the perfect place 
for shopping for gifts and special purchases. Many are family run and have been present 
in the town for generations and are still flourishing. As well as the long established, the 
town boasts a whole range of up and coming retailers selling bespoke, home-grown and 
hand-crafted items. 

A Great Place to Shop
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Bridport comes alive every Wednesday and Saturday when the historic market comes 
to town along South, West and East Street. In 1253 King Henry III granted a charter to 
Bridport and since then the market has been in operation almost continuously. The lively 
and flourishing market runs throughout the year attracting shoppers from miles around. 
From 8am until late afternoon shoppers can enjoy a diverse range of stalls selling local 
food and food to go, clothing and kitchen, hardware, flowers and plants, local photos 
and paintings, books and IT good and much more. The busy Saturday can have over  
100 stalls including many antique and bric-a-brac stalls located in lower South Street.

Other markets
The Farmers Market held the second Saturday in the month in Barrack Street and the 
Lyric Theatre.

Vegan Market held monthly, check www.bridportandwestbay.co.uk

West Bay Car Boot held in the West Bay car park every Sunday in August until the end 
of October (weather permitting) from 7.30 am - 11.30 am. It is run by the Bridport Town 
Council and the income from the boot sales is distributed each year to community 
projects in the Bridport area. 
www.bridportandwestbay.co.uk/2020/03/10/west-bay-car-boot-sale-2020

A Great Place to Shop Historic Street Market

Antique & Vintage Shopping
Bridport has become a destination for antiques and vintage shopping. There is a treasure 
trove of shops around the town selling everything from antiques, vintage revival, retro and 
vintage records, where you can pick up countless bargains. Many of them can be found in 
and around the Vintage Quarter of St Michael’s Trading Estate. The Antique Centre based 
there has over 45 different traders selling various wares and has an Antiques showroom  
in West Street in the old rope and net making works founded in 1665 by Samuel Gundry.

Every Saturday in lower South Street as part of the Street Market, there is always  
a large selection of antiques and bric-a-brac stalls to browse.

The town has two independent auction houses who hold regular monthly auctions 
where you can buy all sorts of antiques, collectables, art, furniture etc.

As a Busking Friendly Town, buskers can often be found on the streets of Bridport.
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Town Hall was built in 1786 in local bricks and Portland stone. The architect was William 
Tyler RA, one of the original members of the Royal Acadamy. The clock and dome above 
it were added to the roof twenty years later. On permanent display are several paintings 
depicting aspects of Bridport’s rope and net heritage, by the artist and teacher Francis 
(‘Fra’) Newbery (1855 – 1946). The Town Hall is free to visit. Opening times available from 
the Bridport Tourist Information Centre which is housed in the building.

Bucky Doo Square is the focal point of the town and is a great place to sit to watch 
the world go by and soak up the atmosphere. In 1996 stone mason Karl Dixon carved 
a splendid octagonal seat in Portland and Purbeck stone and decorated it with scenes 
illustrating aspects of Bridport’s life and history. On Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays 
there is music and entertainment to enjoy.

Bridport Museum One of the town’s oldest buildings, but its origins remain a mystery! 
The fine 16th-century façade is all that remains of the original building. There was  
a fire in 1876 which destroyed the back. The building is Grade II Listed. The place to  
go to unravel the town’s fascinating history. Visit www.bridportmuseum.co.uk  
for opening times.

Local History Centre Research your family history, view Parish records and consensus 
returns, study over 10,000 historic images of the town and surrounding area.  
Admission is free. Visit www.bridportmuseum.co.uk for opening times.

Bridport Library is open from 9.30am to 1pm, Monday to Saturday, excluding  
Thursday. 01308 422778  bridportlibrary@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk   
www.dorsetcouncil.go.uk/libraries

Bridport Community Orchard (a community-led project) occupies a central town site 
of about an acre, just behind St Mary’s Church in South Street. As well as fruit trees, the 
Orchard includes community allotments, a meadow area that contains a wide variety of 
wildflowers, beehives, and a wildlife area with a pond. All are welcome and membership 
is free. www.bridportcommunityorchard.org.uk

Borough Gardens Gundry Lane DT6 3RS The gardens are right in the centre of Bridport, 
tucked away behind South Street, The Tanyard and Gundry Lane. 

Riverside Gardens Bottom of East Street near the Bridge House Hotel provides riverside 
paths and green space enjoyed by walkers and their dogs as well as cyclists.

The Chantry (formerly called the Dungeness) in South Street dates back from the late 
13th or early 14th century, it is the oldest secular building in Bridport. The Chantry is  
not open to the public.

Main Points of Interest in the Town

Allington Hill is a mixture of woodland, grassland and open space with stunning walks 
and views across Bridport at the top of the hill. Large wide paths. Lots of different route 
options which lead back to where you started. Popular with dog walkers, great for kids 
too. Woodland Trust, managed by Allington Hillbillies. www.allingtonhillbillies.org.uk

Palmer’s Brewery
Dates to 1794 when the business was owned by Samuel Gundry. It is the only thatched 
brewery in the England. The Palmers family took the premises over in 1896 and still run 
the business today. The working Water Wheel dates from 1879. Tours of the brewery can 
be booked through the Palmers Wine Store.

Bridport Literary & Scientific Institute (LSI)
A Grade II listed Building in East Street constructed in the 1830s as a Mechanics Institute 
to train young working men. In 1860s the building became the Literary & Scientific 
Institute. It was the Town’s library from 1952-1997. Rescued and restored by the Bridport 
Development Trust in 2007, it opened as an economic hub with high-quality business 
and training accommodation by Prince Charles in May 2018. www.lsibridport.co.uk

Originally the pleasure grounds 
and parkland of Georgian Downe 
Hall, today the Green offers a mix 
of tranquil gardens around and 
to the east of Mountfield plus 
attractive woodland and an open 
meadow higher up Coneygar Hill 
with extensive views to the coast 
and West Bay. The Green is managed 
by a charitable trust with the aims 
to provide an area that is open 
and accessible to all so that both 
residents of Bridport and visitors  
can enjoy the natural surroundings.  
www.millenniumgreen.co.uk

Millennium Green  
Meadow and Wood
The Millennium Green  
provides an open  
space in the heart  
of Bridport. 
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West Bay is known as the Golden Gateway to the Dorset Jurassic Coast, nestling between 
Eype and Seatown to the west with views of Golden Cap, Lyme Regis, Beer Head and 
beyond, and to the east the sandstone cliffs lead to Chesil Beach and Portland Bill. With 
hills on either side of the harbour it provides excellent views and unforgettable coastal 
walks. It has attracted the attention of many TV and film productions looking for the perfect 
spot to set their scenes. Most recently is was the home of ITV’s smash hit Broadchurch.

A harbour was recorded at West Bay in the 13th Century. During the height of the 
Napoleonic Wars (1799-1815) many ships were built here. It was renamed ‘West Bay’ 
when the trainline was built connecting the town to the harbour in the late 1800s to 
attract day trippers to the seaside. In the 1930s the train line closed to passengers and 
operated as a goods only service until its final closure in 1962.

Over the years, the sea defences have been strengthened to cope with the enormous 
pressures of coastal erosion and storms  Between 2002 and 2005, extensive work  
created a new slipway and outer harbour, and the old West Bay Pier was replaced with 
the new Jurassic Pier. Further sea defence work to help protect West Bay from flooding 
was completed at both East Beach and West Beach in October 2019. During the works 
40,000 tonnes of granite was used, as well as rocks as large as 10 tonnes!

The two shingle beaches – West and East Beach -are separated by the harbour. On East 
Beach the sandstone cliffs of East Cliff form a dramatic backdrop to the beach. Rising 
almost 50 metres (180ft) vertically above these spectacular cliffs can be unstable and 
visitors MUST observe the various warning signs around the beach. The fine shingle 
beach stretches from the western end of Chesil Beach to the harbour at West Bay. West 
Beach is composed of smooth pebbles, with some sand and shingle close to the water’s 
edge. It is a smaller quieter beach popular with young families, the protective cove 
formed between the harbour’s Jurassic Pier and the Esplanade’s rock armour groynes 
making it safe and shallow for paddling.

Lifeguard cover on East Beach is provided by RNLI Lifeguards from early July until early 
September seven days a week from 10am – 6pm.

Wonderful West Bay

Top tips for beach safety are:
• Swim at a lifeguarded beach, between the red and yellow flags
• Never use inflatables in strong winds or rough seas
• Check tide times before you go
• If you get into trouble, stick your hand in the air and shout for help
• If you see someone else in trouble, tell a lifeguard. If you cannot see a lifeguard
  call 999 or 112 and ask for the coastguard.

Dogs are welcome on East Beach and West Beach between 1 October and 30 April.  
From the areas where the cliffs start, dogs are always welcome, but care should be  
taken to walk well away from the base of the cliffs. On the permitted beaches, dogs  
can be off the lead but must be kept under reasonable control.

The East Pier although refurbished as part of West Bay’s sea defence project in 2002/5 
most of the original character and heritage has been retained in the construction.
The Jurassic Pier, is 240 metres long, has wheelchair access and plenty of seating.  
The walk along the long esplanade gives you lovely views of Eype and beyond.

The Harbour lies at the mouth of the River Brit. Throughout the summer there are day 
boat trips to catch mackerel or cruises along the coast including trips to Lyme Regis.  
It is popular with divers, being ideally positioned along the middle of Lyme Bay’s 
coastline to over 60 known wrecks.
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Wonderful West Bay

River Brit – Rowing boats and canoes are available to hire for a trip up the River Brit.

West Bay Play Area – A free and inclusive Play and Picnic area for all ages and abilities  
to enjoy play alongside each other. It was created through a partnership between 
Bridport Town Council and local charity BYPAT (Bridport Young Persons Action Trust)  
and with widespread support from both within and beyond the Community.

Fishing
The East Pier, West Bay Beach, the Harbour, the Jurassic Pier or at nearby Eype are 
popular fishing destinations. Remember to read all the relevant angling signs on the 
piers and harbour. Summer Species: Mackerel, dogfish, garfish, gurnard, flatties, rays, 
bass, mullet, bream and wrasse. Winter Species: Codling, whiting and plaice

West Bay Discovery Centre
The award-winning Discovery Centre housed in the beautifully restored former 
Methodist Chapel, provides an insight to West Bay and the Jurassic Coast, revealing its 
hidden history, local stories and offering fascinating facts about the natural environment 
and fun for all ages. A programme of talks, guided walks, and events are also on offer. 
www.westbaydiscoverycentre.org.uk

Walks
West Bay to Freshwater and Burton Bradstock is a half hour walk (approx. ¾ mile). 
The initial climb to the top of east cliff which is steep is a challenge for many but once 
achieved the rest of the walk is relatively easy.

West Bay to Eype is a relatively easy 25 minutes’ walk, less than a mile. The gradients 
of hills and obstacles involved are suitable for even inexperienced walkers, the reward 
being superb Lyme Bay coastal and inland views.

West Bay has a wonderful selection of independent food and drink businesses  
and harbour kiosks so whether you prefer fish ‘n’ chips on the pier, a cream tea,  
or a slap-up lobster dinner, you’ll certainly find what you’re looking for.
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De Legh Grove B1
Diment Gardens A1
Doctor Roberts Close B2
Dodhams Lane A3
Donkey Lane A1
Downes Street B2
Drew Close A3
Duck Street C2

East Bridge B2
East Road B3
East Street B2
Edgehill Road B1
Elizabeth Avenue B1/C1
Elwell B2/C2
Esplanade D1

Farm Lane C2
First Cliff Walk D1
Fishweir Fields A3
Fishweir Lane A3
Flood Lane C2
Folly Mill Gardens B2
Folly Mill Lane B2
Forty Foot Way D1
Foundry Close B1
Foundry Knapp B1
Foundry Lane B2
Fouracre Close A2
Fourth Cliff Walk D1
Fox Close A3
Foxglove Way D2
Fulbrooks Close A2
Fulbrooks Lane B2/B3

Gale Crescent B3
Garden Close B2
George Street D2
Gipsy Lane A2
Gladstone Close B3
Glebe Close C2
Green Close A3
Green Lane C3
Gundry Lane B2
Gundry Road B3

Acer Avenue A3
Alexandra Court B2
Alexandra Road B2
Allington Gardens A1
Allington Mead A1/A2
Allington Park B1
Armstrong Road A2
Arrowfield B1
Asker Gardens B2

Banton Shard A3
Barrack Street B2
Beaminster Road A3
Beaumont Avenue A2
Bedford Place B2
Bedford Terrace B2
Berkeley Court B2
Biddlecombe Orchard A2
Bothen Drive B3
Bowhayes C3
Bramble Drive D2
Bramley Hill A3
Brit View Road D1
Broad Lane C1
Broadmead Avenue A2
Burton Road D3
Buttercup Way D2

Castle Square B2
Chancery Lane B2
Cherry Tree A1
Chestnut Road C2
Church Street B2
Claremont Gardens A2
Claremont Road A1/A2
Coneygar Close A2
Coneygar Lane A2
Coneygar Road A2
Coopers Drive C2
Cordova Gardens B2
Coronation Road B1
Court Close A3
Court Orchard Road A2
Crock Lane B3

Bridport Street Index

Happy Island Way B3
Hardy Road B2
Hill Close D1
Hill Rise D1
Hillingdon A3
Hillview Estate A1
Hospital Lane A1
Houndsell Way B1
Howard Close B3
Howard Road B3

Jessopp Avenue B3
Journeys End B1

Kenwyn Road B2
King Charles Way B3
King Street B2
Kingsnorth Close B3
Knightstone Rise A3

Lake Lane C2
Lansdowne Road C2
Laurel Close A1
Lee Lane A3/B3
Lilliput Lane B2
Lodge Lane B1
Long Lane C3
Longhayes Avenue A1
Long’s Lane B3
Lower Walditch Lane B3

Magdalen Lane B1
Main Street C3
Manor Fields B3
Maple Gardens C2
Marrowbone Lane C3
Marsh Gate C2
Mead Lane A1
Meadowlands D2
Meadfields A1
Meadway D1
Meech Close C2
Mount Joy C2
Mount Pleasant B3

Nordons B2
Norman Close B3
Normandy Way B2
North Allington A2/B2
North Hill Way C2
North Mills Road A2/B2
North Street B2
Nursery Gardens B2

Old Church Road C3
Orchard Avenue A2
Orchard Crescent A2
Osbourne Road A2

Park Road B1
Parsonage Road A2
Pasture Way B2/C2
Pine View B1
Plumtree Gardens B3
Poppy Way D2
Portland Place B1/B2
Princess Road B1/B2
Priory Lane B2
Pymore Road A2

Quarry Lane C3
Quayside D1
Queens Road B1

Rawles Way B2
Rax Lane B2
Rendalls Walk B1
Riverside Gardens B2

Rivervale  A2
Rope Walks B2
Roundham Gardens C2

Sea Road North B3
Sea Road South B2/C2
Seaward Gardens D2
Second Cliff Walk D1
Shoe Lane A3
Skilling Hill Road C1/C2
Skilling Lane B1
Slades Green B3/C3
South Lawns C2
South Mill Lane B2
South Street B2
South Walk B2
Sparacre Gardens B2
Spring Close A3
St Andrews Road A3
St Cecilias Gardens A2
St Katherines Avenue A3
St Katherines Drive A3
St Lukes Court A1
St Mary’s View B2
St Michaels Lane B2
St Swithins Avenue A2
St Swithins Road A2/B2
Stuart Way B3

Tannery Road B2
Third Cliff Walk D1
Thompson Close  B1
Trinity Way A3

Trustin Close A1

Valley Road C2
Vearse Close B1
Vicarage Court A2
Victoria Grove B2
Village Road A3

Walditch Road B3
Wanderwell C2
Warne Hill B3
Watton Gardens A3
Watton Lane C1
Watton Park C1/C2
Watton View B1
Wellfields Drive A3
West Allington B1
West Bay Road C2/D2
West Cliff Road D1
West Gables Close B1
West Mead B1
West Road B1
West Street B2
West Walk D1
White Close A3
Willow Way A3
Wych Hill C2
Wych Ridge C2
Wychside Close C2
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In the immediate area surrounding Bridport there are plenty of historic and picturesque 
villages, walks and beaches to discover.

Beaches with coastal walks
Eype (1.25 miles west of Bridport) The tiny village with its excellent beach, is situated 
between Eype Down and Eype’s Mouth, in the shadow of Thorncombe Beacon. It has  
a small church (St Peter’s) which is also used for artistic events, a pub, hotel, tea rooms 
and holiday park with bar and restaurant. Eype Beach welcomes dogs all year round.

Seatown (3.5miles west of Bridport) the west of Eype is the delightful hamlet of 
Seatown, situated between the great cliffs of Golden Cap and Thorncombe Beacon.  
Its shingle beach shelves steeply making it a favourite with fishermen. There is a car park 
for walkers, using the wonderful coastal path, or those visiting the award-winning pub. 
Dogs are welcome on Seatown Beach between 30 September and 30 April.

Charmouth (7 miles west of Bridport)
An unspoilt seaside village set in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty with a fantastic 
beach world renowned for its fossils. The Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre is situated 
on the beach and has a great display of the geology and fossils of the area. Try a guided 
fossil hunting walk along the Jurassic Coast. Entry to the centre is Free. charmouth.org

Burton Bradstock (2.4 miles along the coast road east of Bridport) A picturesque 
village with a coastline that is part of the National Trust. Burton Beach is surrounded by 
spectacular sandstone cliffs. It has a primary school, a church, two pubs, a hotel, a café,  
a restaurant, 2 holiday parks, a village store, library, reading room and post office. Dogs 
are welcome on Burton Beach from 1 October to 30 May. If you walk east or west from 
the main area of the beach, in front of the cliffs, dogs are welcome here all year round.

Cogden Beach (4 miles along the coast road east of Bridport) is a quiet section of Chesil 
Beach, popular with anglers and dog walkers. Owned by the National Trust with a car 
park. The shingle beach is flanked by farmland and reed beds, creating a haven for bird 
species and wildflowers. Dogs are welcome all year round. 

West Bexington (7 miles along the coast road east of Bridport) is a small coastal village 
on the Chesil Beach surrounded by National Trust land. The village has a pub, farm shop, 
holiday park and restaurant. There is a nature reserve with a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest behind the beach. It is a shingle beach that shelves steeply making it extremely 
popular with fishermen. Dogs are allowed in certain areas, see signage.

Landmarks
Colmers Hill (2 miles from Bridport in Symondsbury) Although there is not a public 
footpath, the Colfox family who own the Symondsbury Estate do allow access to it up a 
primitive path. The footpath is signposted from the Symondsbury Estate car park where 
you can leave the car and enjoy a coffee or snack. It will take between 30 and 40 minutes 
to the top from where you will have a panoramic view of the sea and the beautiful rolling 
hills of the Dorset countryside. Ideal for photo opportunities. symondsburyestate.co.uk

Thorncombe Beacon (National Trust) is one of the chain of beacon sites along the south 
coast used to warn of the approach of the Spanish Armada in 1588. It can be walked 
from both Eype (½ mile) or Seatown (1 mile).

Langdon Hill (4 miles from Bridport) accessed from the A35 between Chideock and 
Morcombelake. There is an easy circular walk around this wood (Woodland Trust) with 
superb countryside views. For a longer walk you can leave the wood and walk downhill 
to the coast at Seatown or uphill to Golden Cap with superb coastal views. 

The Surrounding Area
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Golden Cap (National Trust) the highest point on the south coast at 627ft (191m) offers 
magnificent views at every compass point. A steep but spectacular walk from Seatown 
car park. On a clear day you can see across Lyme Bay to Dartmoor in one direction and 
across to Portland Bill in the other, and inland to Pilsdon Pen. 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/golden-cap

Lewesdon Hill (approx. 5 miles from Bridport) is the highest point in Dorset at 279m 
(915 ft) high. Two main footpaths, one from the village of Broadwindsor, and one from 
Coombe Lane (off the B3162 between Broadwindsor and Bridport). Maintained by the 
National Trust.

Pilsden Pen (approx. 7 miles from Bridport) is a 909ft (277m) hill situated at the north 
end of the Marshwood Vale. Maintained by the National Trust. It is one of Dorset’s 
prominent landmarks and dominated by an Iron Age hill fort.

Eggardon Hill (4 miles from Bridport off the A35) An Iron Age hill fort that stands 252m 
(827ft) above sea level with panoramic views to the south, west and north. The southern 
half of the hill is owned and maintained by the National Trust.

Villages nearby offering country walks, a pub serving food, outside seating in the summer 
and many with roaring fires in the Winter:  • Chideock (3 miles west of Bridport)
• Symondsbury (1.5 miles west of Bridport) • Melplash (4 miles north of Bridport)
• Loders (2.5 miles via A3066) • Uploders (3.5 miles via A35)
• Askerswell (4 miles via A35) • Powerstock (4 miles via A3066)
• Nettlecombe (4.2 miles via A3066) • Shaves Cross (5 miles via A3162)
• Burton Bradstock (3 miles via B3157) • Shipton Gorge (3 miles via A35)
• Stoke Abbott (6 miles via B3162) • Litton Cheney (6.5 miles via A35)

Destinations
Symondsbury Estate (2 miles west of Bridport) The Estate has a restaurant, various 
independent retailers and craftsman, and a tithe barn available for hire. Open all year.

Abbotsbury Swannery & Tropical Gardens (10 miles east of Bridport)
www.abbotsbury-tourism.co.uk

Marshwood Vale (4+ miles from Bridport) lies to the north of the A35 trunk road between 
Bridport and Lyme Regis, and to the south of the two highest hills in Dorset, Lewesden 
Hill (279m) and Pilsdon Pen (277m). It is drained by the River Char flows south-west to  
its mouth in Charmouth. The entire vale lies within Dorset’s Area of Outstanding Beauty.

Beaminster (6.5 miles north of Bridport via B3066) An attractive small historic market 
town. The hub is the town square surrounded by a variety of independent shops, 
restaurants, cafes, and pubs. www.discoverbeaminster.co.uk

Redlands Yard, Broadwindsor (7 miles north of Bridport) A craft centre with various 
retail outlets and a restaurant Open all year round.

Furleigh Estate Wine Tours Salway Ash DT6 5JF www.furleighestate.co.uk

Dorset Nectar Cider Orchard Tours Waytown DT6 5HZ www.dorsetnectar.co.uk

Palmers Brewery Tours, Bridport Re-opening later in the year. 
www.palmersbrewery.com

Gardens to visit:
Mapperton House & Gardens, DT8 3NR (6 miles from Bridport) Please visit their website 
for opening times. The Coach House Café can be visited without going to the garden. 
The House is currently closed. However, during lockdown exclusive behind-the-scenes 
tours of the House and Gardens were recorded by Julia Montagu and her parents-in-law, 
the Earl and Countess of Sandwich, these can be viewed on www.mapperton.com

Abbotsbury Subtropical Gardens (9.5 miles from Bridport) Gardens open every day 
10am – 5 pm. Colonial Restaurant open every day 10am – 3.30pm (kitchen open 10am – 
2.30pm). Tickets to be purchased in advance: www.abbotsburytickets.co.uk

Forde Abbey Historic House & Gardens TA20 4LU (13 miles from Bridport)
The gardens are open daily from 11am – 5pm (last admission at 4pm). The House is 
currently closed. Tearooms open 11.15 am – 4.45pm shop and plant centre 11am – 5pm  
visit www.fordeabbey.co.uk for up to date information.

The Surrounding Area
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‘A rich tradition of farming, growing and food production with the combination of great 
soil and nearby coastline make Bridport and West Bay the ideal destination for all lovers 
of great food and drink”.

The area is blessed with an impressive choice of independent food and drink businesses 
who actively promote, and are committed to sourcing local produce as part of their 
offer. Since lockdown began, and despite the challenges, they have been reinventing 
themselves to create new, safe services to make locally produced food and drink 
available to the community. Local butchers, bakers, grocers, and greengrocers as well 
as wholesalers, market traders, farmers, fishermen, pubs, restaurants, cafes and tea 
rooms have continued to offer their products and services throughout the crisis. Many 
adapted their offer to meet the new needs of the community by offering collection and 
home deliveries, some started working together to support each other and put in place 
new ways of servicing their customers and others transferred their business into a hub 
offering essentials to their immediate community.

On 4th July when the hospitality industry could open their doors again, proprietors, 
chefs and their staff have been adapting their operations to adhere to Covid-19 security 
requirements to provide the safest environment possible. The general gist as you would 
expect is reduced seating capacity, smaller menus, and changes to ordering procedures. 
Some are using outdoor space to give more room and you will see more businesses in 
Bridport and West Bay offering outside street seating. Everyone is encouraged to make 
a reservation in advance. On arrival you will be asked to use the hand sanitiser supplied 
and to provide your contact details for the NHS Test and Trace programme. For a list of 
businesses offering collection, takeaway and eat in visit www.tiny.cc/bridport 

Delicious Food and Drink
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Bridport boasts a vibrant artistic community that is the envy of the West Country and 
is home to a remarkable café society of award-winning artists, writers, musicians and 
leaders in the creative arts.

There is usually lots to enjoy. The Electric Palace headlines major names – musicians 
and comedians – as well as films and community-led events. The wonderfully quirky 
Lyric Theatre provides a fresh supply of comedy from the Edinburgh Festival. The 
Bridport Arts Centre has something on most days – live music, theatre and dance –  
plus exhibitions in the excellent Allsop Gallery. They also host the Bridport Prize –  
an international competition for Literature and Creative Writing (deadline end of May) 
and the From Page to Screen Film Festival (early April). Then there’s Bridport & West 
Dorset Open Studios, an annual event (late August and early September) that includes 
over 100 artists in dozens of venues in and around Bridport. The Town also hosts the 
Jurassic Fields Music Festival (in July), the Bridport Folk Festival (in August), the 
ever-popular Hat Festival (in September) and the renowned Bridport Literary Festival 
(in November). All of these events have been postponed for 2020.

Excellent live music can also usually be enjoyed in many local pubs including  
The Ropemakers, The Crown Inn and The Pursuit of Hoppiness. As we go to  
print there is limited entertainment available and no music in the pubs. To find out  
the latest, please check with the Bridport Tourist Information Centre, the venue or  
visit www.bridportandwestbay.co.uk

For cutting edge Fine Art there is the Sladers Yard Gallery in West Bay and the  
new Bridport Contemporary Gallery run by artist Kit Glaisyer. In Symondsbury,  
The Gallery, run by Lyme Bay Arts, is showing exhibitions by local artists throughout  
the year. A dozen more artists can be found at St Michael’s Studios – an art complex  
in the heart of Bridport’s popular Art & Vintage Quarter.

Sladers Yard, West Bay DT6 4EL www.sladersyard.co.uk
Bridport Contemporary, 11 Downes Street DT6 3JR www.bridportcontemporary.com
St Michael’s Studios, St Michael’s Trading Estate DT6 3RR
The Gallery, Symondsbury www.lymebayarts.co.uk
Eype Centre for the Arts, St Peter’s Church, Eype DT6 6AR www.eypechurcharts.co.uk

Arts and Culture

Bridport Arts Centre (a registered charity)
Originally a Wesleyan Methodist Chapel and School House built in 1838. It has been 
involved in the arts since it was bought in May 1973 by The Bridport and District Arts 
Society. Since September 2019 it has been independently owned. The Centre offers live 
music, theatre, dance and film plus exhibitions in the excellent Allsop Gallery which is 
free to visit. www.bridport-arts.com

Electric Palace
It was built in as an opera house by the local brewing family, J C & R H Palmer opening 
on June 14th, 1926 to a packed audience of over 500 people and was named The New 
Electric Palace. The centrepiece of the building is the collection of stunning “art deco” 
style murals. These decorate the foyer, stairs and landing and were designed and painted 
in 1936 by George Biles, the local brewery sign writer. For many years it was the Town’s 
cinema. Rescued from closure and owned by a local family it has been brought into the 
21st Century and is now an elegant 1920s theatre that continues to provide first-class 
film and live entertainment for the people of Bridport. www.electricpalace.org.uk

Lyric Theatre
A charming old theatre situated in Barrack Street converted eons ago from its birth as a 
chapel in 1742. It was Bridport’s first cinema, then a theatre, a dance school and is now 
back to being a fully licensed as a theatre. Niki McCretton moved into the building in 
2010 and working with a small but dedicated team has successfully managed to get the 
building up and running as an artist-led venue and hireable space for creative people to 
come and make their work. www.the-lyric.com

Bridport and West Bay are known as ‘Dorset’s Eventful Town’ due to the impressive 
number of events that happen throughout the year to suit all ages and tastes. Sadly in 
2020 due to coronavirus and lockdown all of these fantastic events have been cancelled 
but it is hoped that 2021 will be a year of celebration and they will all be returning bigger 
and better!! Please visit www.bridportandwestbay.co.uk to keep up to date.
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Cycle Routes in and around Bridport The area offers a wide range of stunning cycle 
routes suitable for all fitness levels. Go to Dorset County’s interactive cycle map: dorset.
activemap.co.uk visit www.bikemap.net/en/l/2654726

Walking and Rambling There are many circular walks through the countryside 
surrounding Bridport and West Bay with spectacular views and diverse wildlife.
For woodland walks visit www.woodlandtrust.org.uk; for walks along the coastline  
visit www.jurassiccoast.org or www.southwestcoastpath.org.uk
The Bridport TIC holds a good selection of maps to enable you to explore the area. 

Sports & Fitness Centres
Bridport Leisure Centre offers a wide range of recreational facilities and activities for  
all the family including swimming, fitness classes and sports activities. 01308 489564
Bridport Tennis Club Situated on the Plottingham Playing Field, the club has all year-
round coaching and tournaments on four all weather courts, two of which are floodlit. 
www.bridporttennis.org.uk
The Hyde Real Tennis Court Walditch DT6 4LB Open daily from 9am. 01308 420777
Bridport Bowls Club  www.bridportbowlingclub.org.uk
Bridport & West Bay Golf Club  www.bridportgolfclub.co.uk
Rockburn Climbing Centre (with café) Bridport DT6 3RW www.rockburn-bridport.com
Skate Park Plottingham Playing Field, Bridport 
Indoor Skate & Ride Gore Cross Business Park, DT6 3FH Opening August 2020 
Facebook 2020 SKATE & RIDE
Evolution Martial Arts Bridport DT6 3DT  www.evoma.co.uk
Jurassic Fun Centre, Freshwater (closed to non-residents from July & August) – 10 pin 
bowling, swimming pools, sauna and steam rooms, gym  www.jurassicfuncentre.co.uk
Highlands End Leisure Club, Eype – swimming pool, sauna, steam room, gym, tennis 
court and nine-hole pitch and putt www.highlandsendholidaypark.co.uk/leisure-club
New Body Fitness (Gym & Fitness Centre), Gore Cross Business Park DT6 3FH 
www.newbodyfitnessbridport.co.uk
Luke Hayter Fitness  www.lukehayterfitness.co.uk
West Bay Water Sports Centre canoeing, kayaking and gig rowing
West Bay Diving  www.westbaydiving.co.uk

Sport and Leisure

Trail 1 By the River (Blue Route on Map)
From the Tourist Information Centre (TIC) walk along South Street heading out of town 
and turn left into Folly Mill Lane. Continue to the very end and turn right into Back Rivers 
Lane. Cross the river using the footbridge and turn right. Follow the route of the river 
until your reach the road, opposite Palmers Brewery (Point A). Now continue across the 
field via Red Route below.

Trail 2 Across the Fields (Yellow Route on Map)
This enjoyable, level walk can go all the way to the coast following the meandering  
river Brit as it makes its gentle journey through ancient flood meadows to the sea.
From the TIC walk along South street, heading out of town, turn right into St Mary’s 
Churchyard and follow the path. To your right you will see Bridport’s Community  
Orchard (see page 10). Follow the path until you reach Skilling Hill Road cross the  
road and continue to walk onto West bay through the fields.

Walk on to West Bay (Red Route on Map)
Pick up the route where the rivers Brit and Asker meet behind Palmers Brewery (Point B). 
Follow the green footpath sign behind the Brewery. Here the water is quite deep in 
places, with power enough to turn the Brewery’s superb waterwheel. Bear right through 
a small wooded area and at the next pathway junction turn left past a cottage and set 
out across the meadows. Following the signs and footpath to West Bay, continue under 
the A35 and alongside the hedgerow in the next field. Go on to the caravan park and 
emerge onto a road called Forty Foot Way. Turn left here to arrive at the harbour.

Walk to West Bay (approx. 35 mins)
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Bridport Town Council Mountfield DT6 3JP   01308 456722 
enquiries@bridport-tc.gov.uk   www.bridport-tc-gov.uk
Bridport Tourist Information Centre 
Bucky Doo Square DT6 3LF   01308 424901   
www.bridportandwestbay.co.uk
Bridport Chamber of Trade & Commerce Has around 
60 members, located in both the town centre and the 
surrounding area.   www.bridportbusiness.org.uk
Dorset Waste Management 
Bins, recycling, litter, etc   www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
Bridport Household Recycling Centre 
Broomhills Nursery DT6 5LB   www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

Responsible Tourism
Bridport has always been an environmentally conscious town, with deep grounded 
roots in agriculture and being surrounded by rolling countryside and idyllic coastline  
it is hard not to be!
As a resident and/or visitor to Bridport we ask that you join us in the Green Fight!  
Here are a few tips:
• Bring your own bottle • Say no to single use cups
• Refuse plastic bags • Minimise carbon emission from travel
• Do not feed wildlife • Shop local
• Abide by the Countryside Code • Leave only footprints wherever you go! Everything 
   that came with you should leave with you.

Car Parking
All car parks in Bridport and West Bay are open except for parts of West Bay Road  
Car Park, due to being used as a COVID testing centre. 
Drivers are advised to check the signage at each car park for the latest information. 
Charges apply in all car parks, but for safety reasons it is strongly advise using  
cashless payment by phone call, text or smart app. See map on centre pages for  
car park locations. 

Toilets
All the public toilets, owned by Dorset Council, in Bridport and West Bay are open every 
day 9am – 5pm. A thorough and frequent cleaning regime has been put into place.  
All users are asked to stay alert and to ensure they follow social distancing measures as 
best as they can under the circumstance. See map on centre pages for toilet locations.

Emergency and Health Services

Dorset Police Emergency dial 999 or 112
Bridport Police Station Tannery Road (Not manned after 8pm) 101 – ask for Bridport
Dorset Police HQ www.dorset.police.uk 01305 222222
Dorset Fire & Rescue Service Emergency dial 999 or 112
(Bridport Sea Road South Station, not permanently manned)
Dorset Fire & Rescue Service HQ & General Enquiries 01305 252600
Admin for Fire Control – bonfires, controlled burns, fire alarm testing 01305 753166
www.dorsetfire.gov.uk
Dorset Ambulance Service Emergency dial 999 or 112
Coastguard: (West Bay Station not permanently manned)  Emergency dial 999 or 112
Bridport Community Hospital & Minor Injuries Unit
Hospital Lane, North Allington DT6 5DR 01308 422345
Dorset County Hospital Williams Avenue, Dorchester DT1 2JY 01305 251150
Weymouth Community Hospital – Walk in Centre
Melcombe Avenue, Weymouth DT4 7TB 01305 980000
Bridport Medical Centre West Allington DT6 5BN 01308 421896 (Out of Hours: 111)
Opening times: Monday to Friday 8.30am-6.30pm www.bridportmedicalcentre.co.uk

Pharmacies
Boots UK Ltd 3-5 West Street DT6 3QJ 01308 422475
Well Pharmacy 24 East Street DT6 3LF 01308 422100
Lloyds Pharmacy Bridport Medical Centre, West Allington DT6 5BN 01308 424350

Dentists
My Dentist Bridport St Swithins House, North Allington DT6 5DU 01308 426487
Allington Dental Care 5 West Allington DT6 5BJ 01308 421919
Lumley & Wood 53 East Street DT6 3JX 01308 423120
Urgent Care Dental Service for Dorset  0845 701 0401

Opticians
Robert Frith 7 West Street DT6 3QJ   www.frithopticians.co.uk 01308 423000
Scrivens 19 East Street DT6 3JX   scrivens.com/branch/bridport-5 01308 423018
Specsavers 18 East Street DT6 3LF   www.specsavers.co.uk 01308 455960

Vets
Bredy Veterinary Centre Sea Road North DT6 4RR   bredyvets.co.uk 01308 456771
Haydon Veterinary Group Gore Cross Business Park DT6 3UX 01308 456808
www.haydonvets.com

Useful Numbers and Websites



Bridport and West Bay – Gateway to the Jurassic Coast

A totally unique destination offering something for everyone to enjoy 
…well worth a visit!

For information on accommodation in the area visit  
www.visit-dorset.com  •  www.bridportandwestbay.co.uk
      @BridportTourism         @BridportTIC  •  www.bridport-tc.gov.uk


